SECTION 6.1 INTRODUCTION

The Open Space and Recreation Element of the Rolling Hills Estates General Plan establishes a
long-range program for the preservation of open space areasin the City and the provision of recreation
areas and fadlities to serve the needs of resdents. The Element includes an inventory of both public and
private open space and plans for the continued protection of these areas.

The Open Space and Recreation Element fulfills the requirements of Section 65560 to 65570 of the
California Government Code regarding the preparation of an open space plan for the City. Open
spaceand recreationissues are brought together withthis dement because of theinterdependencebetween
the two. Areas preserved as open space are valuable resources for both outdoor recreation and scenic
enjoyment.

Open space refers to land or water which is unimproved and devoted for the preservation of natural
resources, for outdoor recregtion or for public health and safety concerns. Open space includes habitats
of wildife species, streams, agriculturd land, groundwater recharge areas, areas with minera deposits,
trals, parks, outdoor recregtion aress, utility easements, and scenic highway corridors. Open space lands
may aso include areas requiring the regulation of hazardous conditions such as earthquake fault zones,
unstable soils, flood plains, and watersheds.

The preservation of open space is necessary for the enjoyment of outdoor recregtion, the protection of
public safety, and the preservation of important natural resources. Asalimited and vauable resource inthe
City, open space areas must be preserved in spite of development pressuresfor urbanland uses. Likewise,
parks and other public recreation areas require protection from development pressures.

The Open Space and Recreation Element is closdly related to the Conservation Element. Both dements

deal withthe preservationof natura resources. By designating anareaas open space, itsnatura resources
are protected from destruction.
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SECTION 6.2 GOALSAND POLICIES

The Open Space and Recregtion Element establishes along-range program for the preservation of open
space areasinthe City and providesfor recreation areas and facilities to serve the needs of residents. The
preservation of open space is tied to outdoor recregtion, public safety and the use of natura resources.
Open space areas must dso be preserved to protect the rura character of the City. The following gods
and polices aim for the continued availability of open space aress, parks and recreational facilities for
resdents of the City.

Issue: Maintain Existing Open Space

Open space areas in the City contribute to rurd character of the area and provide recreationa
opportunities. Continued growth puts pressure on open space areas for their development to more urban
USeS.

Goal 1 Maintain existing natural open spaces, parksand recreational facilities

Policy 1.1 Preserve natural open space areas and design future recreationa facilities to
protect the loca natural environment for present and future generations.

1.1.1 Implementation M easur e: The City will implement the Genera Plan Land Use policy and
the Park Facilities Plan contained in this dement.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing

Agency: Planning Department and Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 1.2 Maintain the rurd and lower dengity character of Rolling Hills Estates which is
defined by the presence of wide open spaces and low density devel opment.

1.2.1 Implementation M easur e: The City will implement the Generd Plan Land Use palicy.
Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 1.3 Preserve and enhance the naturd environmental and culturd heritage of the
Peninsulaand of the City of Ralling Hills Estates.
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1.3.1 Implementation M easur e: The City will adhereto the requirements and provisons of the
Open Space Plan.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 1.4 Cooperate with neighboring dties, the County and the State in the planning for
recreationa and open space programs to preserve and enhance the Peninsulas
natural environment and cultura heritage.

1.4.1 Implementation Measure: The City will contact neighboring jurisdictions to identify
programs where joint use and cooperative agreements are possible.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 1.5 All efforts should be made to preserve exising open space areas and other
undevel oped land where appropriate.

1.5.1 Implementation M easur e: The City will implement the Genera PlanLand Use policy and
the Park Facilities Development Plan.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department
Funding Generd fund

Issue: Recreational Areas

The recreational needs and interests of acommunity are largely served by local parks and facilities. Ralling
Hills Etates will continue to provide diverse recregtiona opportunities for loca residents.

Goal 2: Providefor the recreational needs of residents of the City.

Poalicy 2.1 Promote a cooperdtive, neighborly and culturd community by encouraging
recreationa programs which simulate, educate and enrich the lives of residents.
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2.1.1 Implementation M easur e: The Community Services Department will continue to work
with arts organizations to establishand promote artsand culturd activitiesinthe City. The City will
implement the Park Facilities Development Plan.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.2 Cooperate insharing a Peninsula-wide system of parks and recrestional fadilities.

2.2.1 Implementation M easur e: The City will contact neighboring jurisdictions to share plans
for a Peninsulawide system of parks and recrestion facilities.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Poalicy 2.3 Many of the open space and park areas are currently designated for very low
dengity residentid uses. They should be redesignated to reflect ther actual useand
to ensure future open space, recreationd, or park use.

23.1 Implementation Measure: The City will implement its Generd Plan Land Use policy and
zoning ordinance which indicates areas that will be preserved from future devel opment.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund
Policy 2.5 Encourage the use of vacant school stesfor recrestiond use.
2.5.1 Implementation Measure: Staff review of future development proposals for school sites

will examine potentid reuse of school Stes for recreation use. The City will implement the Open
Space Plan and the Park Fecilities Development Plan included in this Element.
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Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department and Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.6 Encourage locd ditizens groups to participate in the planning, development and
maintenance of recreationd facilities.

2.6.11mplementation M easur e: The City will establishan " Adopt-a-Park” programas ameans
for resdents to provide equipment for existing and future facilities.

Timing: 1993
Agency: Community Service Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.7 Preserve and promote the equedtrian and hiking trail network within the City of
Ralling Hills Edtates.

2.7.1 Implementation Measure: The City will implement the Trails Plan included in the Open
Space and Recreation Element.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.8 Provide a permanent stefor an Equestrian Center, Smilar to what now existisand
prepare agenerd design and operaiond plan for the facility.

2.8.1 Implementation Measur e: The City will identify the future City Equedtrian Center in the
Capita Improvement Program. The Generd Plan Land Use Policy and the Parks Facilities
Deveopment Plan indicates a future equestrian center could be included inthe future devel opment
of Palos Verdes Landfill.

Timing: 1994 for CIP programming
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.9 Review and amend as appropriate ordinances relating to equestrian facilities within
resdentid areas. The ordinances must take into consideration storage
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fadilities for feed, bedding, equipment, manure remova, emergency water storage, safe
interior height and minimum stal and corrd size per horse.

2.9.1 Implementation M easur e: City daff will review the Zoning Ordinance and make
appropriate revisons. Revisons regarding required minimum corrd sze will be made part of the
proposed Hillside Development Guiddines.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 2.10 Identify alocation for a Community Center.

2.10.1ImplementationM easur e: The Citywill implement the Genera PlanLand Use Policy and
undertake the necessary zoning ordinance revision to accommodate a Community Center.

Timing. 1993

Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund

I ssue: Development of Open Space, Parks and Recreational Facilities

Additiona development of open space, parks and recreationd fadlities should accompany growth and
development in the City. Preservation efforts will dlow the City to maintain its rura character and the
qudity of the environment.

Goal 3: Develop additional parksand recreational facilities and preserve open space
areas under private owner ship.

Poalicy 3.1 Encourage property owners to contribute lands to the City for open space and
recregtiond use. One such organization involved in preserving open space in the
City isthe Pepper Tree Foundation.

3.1.1 Implementation M easur e: Any land set aside or dedicated for open space will have deed
restrictionsto ensure land is reserved for open space.

Timing. Immediate and ongoing

Agency: Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund
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Policy 3.2 Seek County, State and/or Federa funds or the posshbility of sharing funds with
other agencies and organizations to acquire additional parkland or develop
additiond facilities

3.2.1 Implementation Measure: The City will identify a staff person or consultant to evauate
the feasibility of obtaining grants for new park development where funds are available.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Poalicy 3.3 Develop plans for financing the acquisition of open space areas should they be
placed on the market by current property owners.

3.3.1 Implementation Measure: City saff will identify potential sources of funds for the
acquisition of future parkland and facilities.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 3.4 Review and revise ordinances (such as the Quimby Ordinance) to require builders
and devel opersto provide lands and/or funds for acquisition and development of
land for recreationa use.

3.4.1 Implementation Measure: City dtaff will review the current park development fee
ordinance to determine whether or not the appropriate fees are being charged.

Timing: 1993
Agency: Planning Department and Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 3.5 Maintain or increase current ratio of parkland to population. The current ratio of parkland

to City resdents must be maintained or increased and not be less than the current ratio of
6.7 acres of parkland for every 1,000 resdents.
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3.5.1 Implementation Measur e: City staff will ensure that the current parkland serviceratio is
maintained through the environmenta review process.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 3.6 As stated in the Transportation Element (Policy 3.1), encourage the development of
connections between exigting trails where feasible.

3.6.11mplementationM easur e: The Community Servicesand PFlanning Departmentswill review
future development proposals to identify potential connections to thetrail syssem. Futuretrails must
be consgtent with the Multi-use Trail Plan.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department and Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Poalicy 3.7 Proposed subdivisiondevel opments, new congtruction, and additions should be reviewed
for compliance with the City's trail plan, and the improvement programs outlined in the
Open Space and Recreation Element.

3.7.1ImplementationM easur e: Expand the discretionary review process currently followedfor
the Ne ghborhood Compatibility Ordinance to include recreationa open space, and trail needs.

Timing: Immediate and ongoing
Agency: Planning Department and Community Services Department
Funding: Generd fund

Policy 3.8 The City will work with property owners, community organizations and other
agencies o that existing multi-use trails are maintained where gppropriate.

3.8.1 Implementation. M easur e: The City Planning and Community Services Departmentswill
identify al easements that have been recorded and examine the status of the easements.

Timing: Beginin 194

Agency: Community Services Department and Planning Department
Funding: Generd fund
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SECTION 6.3 OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLANS

INTRODUCTION

While the mgjority of the City is developed, there are large areas of the City which are presently
undevel oped. These areas include Open Space set aside for parks, commercia recreation, and trails.

This section of the Open Space and Recreation Element establishes a hierarchy of park facilities, and
corresponding standards that can be utilized for the development of new parks and recreationfacilitiesand
the improvement of exising ones. FHndly, a detailed inventory of exiging open space and recreational
facilitiesis provided in the Background Report (Section 6.4).

This dement indicates open space and park development standards for the City. The standards for
recreationa facilities apply to those that presently serve the City aswdl asthose which will be developed
over thelife of the Plan.

I ncong dering the gpplication of the Open Spaceand Park Facilities Devel opment Plan, the followingissues
need to be considered.

# Open Spore Resour ces. The City'slower dengity character, the character and nature of
past development, the area's varied topography, and the community's concern with the
preservation of environment has resulted in the preservation of a subgtantial amount of
open space. A mgor focus of the General Plan and the Open Space and Recreation
Element is the continued preservetion of the remaining open space in the City.

# Park Facilities. The City needs to continue to provide facilities for both passve and
active recregtion in the City. As a result, parks and facilities must continue to provide
ahletic facilities, picnic areas, and play areas for smal children.

# Equestrian Facilities. The mgority of the City islocated within an equestrian overlay
zone and interest in preserving the equestrian character of portions of the community
remains strong. Asaresult, many of the recreational facilitiesinthe community are directed
towards equestrian users.

# Multi-use Trail Facilities. The entire City islinked by asystemof trals that are used by
equedtrians, hikers, and bicydligs. These fadilities will be maintained and new trals
developed over the life of this Genera Plan.
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# Environmental Resources. The City isrich in naturd and cultural resources which
warrant preservation. A mgjor objective of the Open Space and Recreationa Facilities
Plan will be to preserve these resources for the future enjoyment and education of the
region's resdents.

OPEN SPACE PLAN

The Land Use Element and map provides for a number of land use designations that will be effectivein
preserving and maintaining open space. These land use designations include the following:

Open Space: This land use designation gpplies to public lands reserved for open space, parks,
equestrian facilities, and other public fadilities containing large undeveloped areas. This category
asoincludes privately owned land that has been reserved for open space through devel opment
agreements and/or dedications.

Commercial Recreation: This category of land use agppliesto golf courses (existing and future)
and private clubs. Activitiesincluded in this category typicaly have large amounts of open space.

The Land Use Element and the Open Space and Recreation Element dso include a number of Overlay
Zones. These Overlay Zonesinclude the following:

Horseor “H” Overlay: Thisoverlay designationagppliesto those areas of the City where horses
are permitted. Areas of the City withinthe "H" Overlay designations are connected withequestrian
trails. The Horse Overlay Zoneisindicated in Exhibit 6-1.

Parks Development Overlay: TheGenera Plan policy providesfor new park facilitiesin certain
areas of the City. The purpose of the designation isto indicate, in a generdized way, the location
of future facilities that are envisoned under the Open Space and Recregtiond Facilities Plan.

Multi-use Trailss The Open Space and Recredtion Element includes a plan for trails
development. This Tralls Plan identifies both exising and future tralls in the City. The Multi-use
Tralls Plan is shown in Exhibit 6-1.

The Open Space and Recresation Element establishes a classfication system that gppliesto dl exigingand

future park and recreationfadlitiesinthe City. Specific standards have been devel oped for each category
of park and facility that address their spatia requirements, function, and improvements.
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A specific policy included in this eement cdls for the City to maintain or increase the current ratio of 6.7
acres of open space for every 1,000 persons living in the City. This objective reflects the community's
desireto mantain or increasethe ratio of parkland to residents which existed at the time of the preparation
of the Generd Plan.

The community understandsthat whilethe popul ation may fluctuate, the City does not want to losethe open
gpace resources which were in the public domain at the time the policy was written

PARK FACILITIESDEVELOPMENT PLAN
Parks Classification and Standards

Parksthat providepicnic areas, ahletic fields, game courts, or evenareasfor passive activitieswill continue
to play an important role in meeting the recreetiond needs of the community. Parks in the City of Rolling
Hills Estates have been placed into four categories. Specific criteria and standards for each park
classfication are listed below and summarized in Table 6-1.

# Mini Parks. Mini-parks are specialized facilities designed to serve a concentrated
population and/or a specific target group such as preschool-aged children or the elderly.
Facilities of this type should be located near higher density residentia development such
as gpartments, condominium developments, and senior housing, inurbanized areaswhere
acquidtion of larger park unitsis unlikely.

# Neighborhood Parks. Parks in this category provide for both active and passive
recregtiond activitiesand indudeavariety of fadlities. In the City of Rolling Hills Edtates,
anumber of neighborhood parks have equestrian facilities.

# Community Parks. Community park facilities generdly provide a diverse range of
fadlities and equipment. Park fadlities in this category may include a variety of athletic
fields, tennis and other game courtsaswell as equedtrian facilities. This category of parks
generdly offersawide range of recreational amenitiesto the surrounding community which
may include ahletic complexes, riding arenas, svimming pools, picnic aress, and
playgrounds.

# Special Use Parks.. Special Use Parks are thosewhichare devel oped for a specific type
of use. The equedtrian facilities, South Coast Botanica garden, the arts center, and golf
coursss fal into this category.
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PARK LAND STANDARDS

Table6-1

Type

Size

Area per 1000
Per sons

Service Area

L ocation

Usual Facilities
and Remarks

Neighborhood
park

3to5
acres

0.25 to OS acres per
1,000 persons
depending on other
available services
(17-33 acrestotal)

Approximately 1/4
mile radius

In highly developed
neighborhoods where
neighborhood park
land is unavailable
and there are no other
services.

Children's play area,
landscaping,
picnicking, open
play areafor pick up
sports and riding
rings.

1.0 to 2.0 acres per
1,000 per persons
(66-132 acres total)

Approximately ¥2
mile radius

Preferably adjoining
an elementary school
near the center of a
neighborhood unit.

Play areas, multi-
purpose courts,
tennis courts, picnic
areas, open turn
area, on-site parking
optional.

Community Park

10 to 20 aces

5.0 to 8.0 acres per
1,000 persons (320
to 520 acrestotal)

Approximately 1
to 2 mileradius

At or near the
intersection of major
or secondary
thoroughfares near
center of service area.

Baseball, football,
softball, soccer,
tennis and other
active athletic areas,
community center,
children's play area,
on-site parking,
restrooms, picnic
areas and riding
rungs.

Special Use Park

No size
constraints

5.0 to 8.0 acres per
1,000 persons when
it provides one or
any combination of
community park
services.
Otherwise, no spec
standard.

Citywide

Wherever
appropriate.

Botanical gardens,
lagoons, sports
complexes, open
space, marine
refuges, etc.

Park Dedication Standards

The State of Cdifornia Planning and Zoning Lawsand the Subdivison Map Act Code Section66477 (The
Quimby Act), indicates that the City Council may, by ordinance, require the
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dedication of land, the payment of fees, or acombination of both, for park and recreational purposesasa
condition to the gpprova of afind map or parcel map. In cases where such dedication/fees have not been
obtained for particular lots through a map, they may beimposed at the time that building permitsareissued.
Among other requirements, the following conditions must be met:

# The ordinance mug indude definite standards for determining the proportion of a
subdivision to be dedicated and the amount of any feeto be paid in lieu thereof; and

# The legidative body has adopted a General Plan containing a Recreation Element, and any
proposed park and recreationd fadlities are in accordance with definite principles and
standards contained therein.

In conformance with this statute, the City of Rolling Hills Estates Open Space and Recregtion Element
includes standards determining land requirementsfor future park sites. Thisdement indicates standardsthat
will be consdered insdecting Stes for parks and these standards should serve as guidelines governing the
acceptance of land dedicated to the City for parks devel opment. Future acquisition will focus on acquiring
land for neighborhood parks as well as obtaining easements and property for trails. Inaddition, these same
sandards will apply to the development of a future equestrian fadility proposed within the Palos Verdes
Landfill. The following guiddines should be adhered to when acquiring land for future park devel opment:

# The gte should have water, storm drains, sewer and dectricity available.

# The ste should provide an adequate amount of land area required for the particular park
being devel oped.

# The dte of a future park, when not attached to a school, should have street frontage.
On-gte parking should be required.

Parks Development Program

This section of the Parks Development Program responds to the community's desire to both maintain the
exigingfadilitiesand to provide for additiona fadilitieswhere this isfeas ble. Therecommendations contained
herein are based on recommendations drawn from the goas and policies developed by the Generd Plan
Advisory Committee and by City staff.

The Generd Plan and the Open Space and Recreetion Element promote the development of a number of
new parks and the upgrading of facilitiesin the City.
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# George F. Canyon Neighborhood Park/Ecology Center. A number of policies cdl
for the creation of anew parkland area and the devel opment of anature/ecological center
on aparcel southwest of the intersection of Palos Verdes Drive North and Palos Verdes
Drive Eagt. A nature center will describe the local ecology and cultura resources found in
the area. Thisareaisto be maintained as "natura parkland” with native landscaping.

# Dapplegray School Site - Neighborhood Park. The entire Site has been designated
as Inditutiond in the land use plan.

# ErnieHowlett Park. Encourage use of the park by renovating the athltic fiddsinduding
baseball and soccer fidds, continue with improvements to the picnic shdters, volleybdll
courts, basketball courts, handicapped accessand an expans onof the exiding grandstands
for the tennis courts.

# Pepperwood Park. The City is consdering the development of Pepperwood Park as a
mini-park and/or greenbelt.

EQUESTRIAN FACILITIESDEVELOPMENT PLAN

A sgnificant number of recreationd facilitiesin the City are devoted to equestrian uses. The Generd Plan
and the Open Space and Recreation Element promotes the devel opment of anew equestrian center and the
upgrading of other equedtrian fadlities in the City. The mgor features of the Equestrian Fecilities
Devedopment Plan involves the development of anew equestrian center as part of the redevel opment of the
PalosV erdes Landfill for Commer cial Recr eation. The equestrian center proposed withinthe landfill Site
would be linked to the City-wide system of trails.

MULTI-USE TRAIL PLAN

A number of paliciesincluded in both this dement and the Resource Management Element are concerned
with the maintenance and continued development of a City-wide system of hiking, biking, and equestrian
trails in the City. Precise development standards for the various types of trals are difficult to establish snce
trail width and gradient will depend on topography, surface festures, and availability of an easement. For
planning purposes, three categories of tralls are consdered in the City of Rolling Hills Edtates Genera Flan:

# Bridleand Hiking Trails - Should be wel defined and maintained to a maximum of 20
and aminmumwidth of 8. The graded width of the path should be 10" where possible. A
grade of 0 to 15% is desirable though a maximum grade of 30% is permitted for distances
up to 200 feet. The hiking trails should not be paved but |€ft in their natura condition with

aminimum of change to the existing topography.
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Multi-Use Trail - Thiscategory of trail may be used by equestrians, bicydistsand hikers.
The bikeway and hiking trail will be developed in a smilar fashion to that found in the
hiking/bike tral. The equestrian trall is separated from the hiking and bicycle trail by a
planting and/or fence, space parmitting. A sample cross-section of this type of fadlity is
included in Exhibit 6-2.

Way-Side Parks - Park-like areas or open spaces adjacent to riding or hikingtralls should

be provided at intervals of the heavily used trails. These wayside parks will be developed
to enhance the multiple-use character of the trails.
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SECTION 6.4 BACKGROUND REPORT

INTRODUCTION

The Open Space and Recresation Element Background Report provides aninventory of open space, vacant
land, and parks and recresational facilitiesin the planning area. Also, arecreationa needs assessment helps
to identify the adequacy and the accessibility of existing parks.

Vacant land in the City includes undeveloped private land or public areas retained for open space. Open
gpace areas include those areas unsuitable for development due to steep dopes or unstable ground
conditions. Other open space areas remain undeveloped in order to comply with exigting land use controls.
These include parks, building setback aress, utility easements, schoal fields and equedtrian tralls.

Vacant Lands and Open Spy

The Paos Verdes Peninsularises from the floor of the Los Angeles Basin to a 1,200-foot evation in the
Paos Verdes Hills. The Peninsula spans an area of nine miles, fromnorthto south, by four miles fromeast
to west, encompassing over 22,000 acres. The City of Rolling Hills Edtates covers 4.18 square milesin the
central and northeastern portions of the Peninsula The Palos V erdes Hills, crossing through the southeastern
portion of the City, provide eevations ranging from 300 feet, inthe canyons and gullies located throughout
the area, to 1,200 feet, the highest point on the Peninsula,

The City isrdaivedy built out withfairly low density development inmost areas. The land use andysis shows
that while there are large undeveloped areas in the City, many of these areas are not suitable for
development. They generdly feature steep dopesor serve aswater drainage courses. Although muchof this
land best serves as open space, only the George F. Canyonis designated as open space at the present time,
Other areas, under private ownership, remain undeveloped at the property owner's discretion.

Fed surveys were conducted in the summer and fal of 1990, as part of the Genera Plan program, to
identify the location and ditribution of development in the City. The information was mapped, usng the
ARC-INFO and AUTOCAD computer softwareto provide an accurate depi ction of existing devel opment
and the distribution of land uses.

The City's open space includes quarry land (the Chandler quarry); vacant land (parcels where future
development may occur); parks; trails; private open space (conssting of golf courses and other
private recreationa facilities) and other open space suchas unimproved gullies, greenbdt, steep hillsides
and canyons. Exhibit 6-3 shows the location and types of open space in the City. Open space aress,
scattered throughout the City, are mostly undevel oped due to steep dopes. Table6-2 summarizesthe open
gpace areas within the City.
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TABLE 6-2
OPEN SPACE/NVACANT LAND

Land Use Acreage Acreage
Quarry 127.0
Vacant 49.4

Open Space 32.6
Park 525
Trails 200.0

Source: City of Rolling Hills Draft Housing Element, 1990.
David Evans and Associates, 1991.

Existing Parks mid Recreation Facilities

TheRdllingHillsEstates Community Services Department maintains and operates7 public parks, parkways,
equestrian tralls, the Municipa Stables, atennis club, and dl recreationservicesin the City. The seven City
parks, excluding the George F. Canyon and the Municipal Stables, have atotd areaof 52.5 acres. Table
6-3 identifies and describes the public recregtiond facilities that serve the City and Exhibit 6-3 shows their
location. In addition to the parks and recreationd fadilities, the City offers a full range of recreationa
activitiesfor its resdents. These activities include:

#

Annua City Celebration - commemoration of the anniversary date of the City on the third
Saturday of September.

Tracy Augtin Tennis Tournament - tennis tournament for two consecutive weekendsin July
a Ralling Hills Edtates Tennis Club.

Cross Country Run - 5K and 10k runs dong horse trails and bike paths in the city.

Seasond Recreation Programs - classes in agrobics, equestrian, tennis, volleybal, and
sports camps (baseball, soccer, basketball, T-ball, and swimming).

Summer Svim Program- swvimming, lessons and recrestion svimming at Ralling HillsHigh
School Swimming Poal during summer.
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# Cdifornia Driving Classc event.

# Cultura Activities - musc, dance and theater programs (Peninsula Bdlet, Peninsula
Symphony, Norris Community Thegter).

TABLE 6-3
PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Facility/Address Size Facilities
Ernie Howlett Park 35 acres 4 one-wall handball courts, basketball court, sand volleyball
25851 Hawthorne Blvd court, 3/4 mile running track with 9 exercise stations, bicycle path,
between Palos Verdes Drive and playground equipment, fire pit and picnic area, two Little
North and Rolling Hills Road League fields, and playfield, barn, 2 riding rings, a dressage

arena, & show grandstand.

Rolling Hilly Estates Tennis Club 3.5 acres 8 tennis courts, a patio, refreshment center, and grandstand
Ernie Howlett Park
Highridge Park 10.5 acres Game fields, tot lot, multi-use equestrian trail, par-course, picnic
Corner of Highridge Road and area, and public parking.

Crestridge Road

Chandler Park 2 acres Equestrian riding ring, volleyball court, open grass field for kite-
Northwest of City Hall at corner of flying, Frisbee, baseball, and picnics.

Crenshaw Blvd and Palos Verdes

Drive North

Pepperwood Park 1.5 acres Open landscaped area.

Northwest corner of Crenshaw
Boulevard and Palos Verdes Drive
North; at City Hall

Dapplegray Park 0.5 acres Bridle trails, riding rings, lunging ring, dressage arena, parking.
Northwest corner of Palos Verdes
Drive North and Palos Verdes Drive
East

Silver Spur Park 1.5 acres Open grassfield for picnics.
Southwest corner of Silver Spur Road

and Palos Verdes Drive North
|
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TABLE 6-3- Cont’'d
PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Facility/Address Size Facilities
Rockbluff Park 3 acres Children’s Playground
End of Rockbluff Drive cul-de-sac
Municipal Stables 7 acres 112 corralsto stable horses, train in riding, care and feeding of
25401 Crenshaw Blvd horses, sponsors competitions, shows and lessons, 3 riding rings

and 2 hotwalkers

Dapplegray School Site 12.9 acres Baseball and soccer fields
George F Canyon Open Space 36 acres Preserved open space

Eastern section of City near Palos
Verdes Drive North and Palos Verdes

Drive East

South Coast Botanic Gardens 87 acres Botanic gardens over former landfill, plant and birds, gardening

Between Rolling Hills Road and classes, bird walks, library, tours. Thisfacility isowned by Los

Crenshaw Blvd. Angeles County and is located within an unincorporated county
area. Itisbounded on three sides by the City of Rolling Hills
Estates.

Source: Rolling Hills Estates Resident Handbook, 1985; City of Rolling Hills Planning Department, 1990.

A number of private recregtiond facilities are dso available inthe area. They arelised in Table 6-4. Private
parks and recreational facilities within resdentid developments in the City indudetennis courts, riding rings
and playgrounds designed to serve neighborhood residents.

Table 6-4
PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Facility/Address Description
Jack Kramer Tennis Club 13 tennis courts, swimming pool, paddle tennis courts, etc.
11 Montecillo Drive
Rolling Hills Country Club 18-hole golf course, 4 tennis courts, clubhouse, dining
2700 Palos Verdes Drive East area and bar.
Empty Saddle Club Horse stables, equestrian and jumping ring, roping and
39 Empty Saddle Road cutting arena, and clubhouse.
Seahorse Riding Academy Hunter/jumper training facility, stables, riding rings,
26411 Crenshaw Blvd, north of Palos Verdes Drive |essons.
North
Dapplegray Lane Property Owners Association Riding arena, lunging arena, community center building.
Community center
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Table6-4
PRIVATE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Facility/Address Description
Rolling Hills Park Estates Stable and Peninsula Horse stables and training facilities.
Riding Club
(Fritdjof) Nansen Feld Park and playfield; This facility is owned by Norwegian
Hidden Valley Road Seamen's Home and maintained by the Norwegian
government for the use of its Merchant Marines.

Source: Rolling Hills Estates Resident Handbook, 1995; City of Rolling Hills Planning Department, 1990.

Trails

Recresational fadlities in the City of Rolling Hills Estates and throughout the Paos Verdes peninsula are
centered around equestrian activities. Fully developed trails in the City cover approximately 16 miles and
200 acres of land. Bridle trails range from eight to twenty feet widewith a minimum 10-foot right-of-way.
White three-rail fenceslinethetrailsin most aress. (Over 50,000 linear feet of raling isfound in the City.)
Exhibit 6-1 shows developed equestrian trails, riding rings and related facilities in the City.

The Horse Overlay Zone ("H" Zone) covers the mgority of the northern and eastern sections of the City,
as shown in Exhibit 6-1. This zone dlows horses to be stabled and ridden for persona recreation. Stables
and riding rings are dso found in a number of private developments. The City sponsors and actively
encouragesthe presentation of rodeos, equestrian parades, horse and carriage shows and other equestrian
activities.

There are 10 milesof designated bikeways dong mgor roads inthe City. They interconnect with bikeways
of adjacent cities to form anintegrated systemthroughout the peninsula. Exhibit 6-4 shows bikewaysin the
City. The Trangportation Element includes a description of bicycle trail development standards.

Golf Courses

The Rdlling Hills Country Club, in the City of Radlling Hills Estates, is one of three galf courses on the
Peninsula. It features an 18-hole course and islocated in the northeast quadrant of the City, just south of
the Chandler quarries. The two other galf courses on the Peninsula are the Los Verdes Country Club in
Rancho Palos Verdes and the Palos Verdes Country Club in Palos Verdes Estates.
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School Facilities

Some schoolsin the Palos Verdes Unified School Didtrict feature tennis courts and playfieds which are
available for public use after school hours if prior arrangementsare made with the schools. Schoolsin and
near the City indude Peninsula High School, Rancho Vigta Elementary School, Ridgecrest Intermediate
School (closed), Silver Spur Elementary School, and Dapplegray Intermediate School (closed).

During the summer, the Ralling Hills Estates Recreation Department opens the swimming pool a Peninsula
High School for public use. A variety of smimming lessons are offered to members. The Little League Park
at Dapplegray Intermediate High School is dso available for public use.

Other Facilities

Pointsof interest inthe Palos V erdes Peninsulainclude the Wayfarer's Chapel, PalosV erdes Country Club,
LosVerdes Country Club, the Maaga Cove Plaza, and the Peninsula Shopping Center, and Shopsat Palos
Verdes. The many parks on the Peninsulainclude the Los Verdes County Park, Point Vincente Park and
Interpretive Center, Point Fermin Park, Pacific beaches, and Cabrillo Marine Museum.

The South Coast Botanic Gardens, located between Rolling Hills Road and Crenshaw Boulevard, is
bounded on three sides by the City of Ralling Hills Estates. The sitewas formerly a canyonand landfill which
was filled with approximately 3.7 million tons of trash between 1957 to 1965. The Garden is owned and
operated by L os Angeles County and hasan exhibitionhdl and a gift shop, aswell as severa acres of plants
and trees. Garden sales, concerts, and plant shows are held year-round.

PARKSNEEDS ASSESSMENT

The recreationa needs of City residents vary widdly and depend on the type of household, number of
children, age and the avocational interests of the household. The City is well-known for the equestrian
fadlities (both public and private) thet are available to residents. The extensive network of equestriantrails,
the stables and riding rings, and the rura character of the eastern hdf of the City reflect this interest. Other
specidized fadlitiesof obvious interest to local residentsindudetennis courts, golf courses, and ahleticfidds
for organized sports such as Little League basebal and soccer.

Some aress of the City are developed a higher densities ranging from the typica sngle-family subdivision
to multiple-family housing, conssting of condominiums and gpartments. Residents living in multiple-family
housing units (which are of alimited number in the City) would be more likely to utilize picnic facilities and
passive open space areas than residents living in homes situated on larger lots.
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TheNationa Parks and Recreation Association (NPRA) hasestablished areastandardsfor parkland. These
standards recommend a minimum of 2.5 acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents. The City of Ralling
Hills Estates, witha1990 populationof 7,789 persons, would require gpproximately 19.3 acres of parkland
to meet the minimum NRPA standards. As discussed earlier, there are a total of 52.5 acres of parks and
recregtiond facilities in the City, providing a more than adequate share of parkland for its resdents.

Another NPRA criteriafor park provison is accessibility. Smdl parks are generdly accessible to the area
within 1/4 mile fromthe park and neighborhood parks are accessible to areas within a%2 mile radius. Most
resdentid neighborhoods are within easy access to a park. An abundance of parks and fecilities are
avalable to resdentsliving north of Palos V erdes Drive North. Asaresult of the opening of Highridge Park,
the lack of public parksin the southwestern section of the City inthe higher el evations has been addressed.
This service areaandysisisconstrained by other factorsthat determine bility, induding manmade and
natural barriers, distance to amagor highway or freeway and available site facilities.

The City standard for parkland is currently 4 acres per 1,000 population. Witha 1990 populationof 7,789
and atotal park acreage of 525 acres, the City is gpproximately 22 acres over itsown standard. Exhibit 6-5
illugtrates the park stlandard in comparison to exigting facilities.

The project team (congsting of both consultants and City staff) surveyed exigting recreationd facilities and
identified issues and/or needs for each facility that should be considered infuture planning. These needs are
summarized below:

# Chandler Park. Future plansfor thispark are limited to providing moretablesand picnic
facilities, and possbly a tot lot. Resdents living near the park are opposed to the
congtruction of any additiona equestrian arenas because of problems with dust.

# Pepperwood Park. This park is actudly a smal landscaped area on the north corner of
Crenshaw Boulevard and Palos Verdes Drive North, adjacent to City Hall. Possible
improvements appropriate for the area indude a smdl nature trail, a water conservation
demondtration garden, apicnic area or atot lot.

# Rock. bluff Park This parce was origindly developed as resdentia until it experienced a
landdidein 1960 (the Steis on top of fill materid). The City made efforts to Sahilize the
surface though the fill is dill shifting.
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# Dapplegray Park. This park is used primarily for equestrian activity. Existing
improvements include a dressage ring, lunging ring (bull pen) and a large ovd ring. The
major issuesrel ated to the continued operationof this facility indude avail ability to the public
and the need for continued maintenance of the footings. The City recently passed an
ordinance redtricting the park's use by commercia trainers during certain times of the day
to ensure that the rings are available to the generad public.

# Silver Spur Park. There are presently no plans for further development or improvements
to this park.

# Ernie Howlett Park. . Thispark hasextensve facilities ranging from an equesirian center
to ball fields. Potentia improvements planned for the area include shdlters for picnic tables
and tot lot equipment.

# Highridge Park. A new neighborhood park has been developed and opened as part of
the adjacent residentia projects. This 103-acre fadility includesahletic fields, apicnic area,
tot-lot, par-course, hiking and riding trail and parking.

# Municipal Stables. This fadility is located on a former landfill and some areas are
experiencing shifting. The dteisan interim location for stables and long-term plans called
for the dte to be developed as a golf course by Los Angees County, the owners. The
Recycling Center has been relocated on the landfill Ste.

Other aress that have been examined for future park development include two propertiesin the City. One
City-owned parcedl islocated at the southwest corner of Palos V erdes Drive Northand Palos V erdes Drive
Eadt, adjacent to George F. Canyon and the adjoining equestrian trail.

The other siteisthe closed Dapplegray School, owned by the Palos V erdes Union School Didtrict. The City
has negotiated withthe School Didtrict in the past for the purchase of the site. A study by the Didtrict for the
reuse of the Ste will determine future uses. Thelocd little League currently utilizesbdl fiddslocated onthe

property.
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